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Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Amendment of Part 95 of the
Commission's Rules to allow
Interactive Video and Data
Service licensees to provide
mobile service to subscribers

WT Docket No. 95-47

RM-8476

·JUN ~ 71995

COMMENTS OF GRAND BROADCASTING CORPORATION

TO: The Commission

Grand Broadcasting Corporation (hereinafter termed

"GBC"), by counsel and pursuant to the Commission's NOTICE

OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING in the above captioned matter

(hereinafter termed "NPRM"), hereby comments on said NPRM.

These comments address the proposed regulatory

classification of mobile IVDS.

GBC'S INTEREST

Based on patent pending technology owned by the

undersigned GBC is developing an interactive broadcast

radio service using a wire or wireless response link.

GBC's interest in this matter stems from its interest in

using mobile IVDS RF for such response link.*

* On November 9, 1992 GBC filed a PETITION FOR RULE MAKING
in Gen. Doc. No. 91-2 with the Commission requesting, inter
alia, that the fixed IVDS RF allocation be extended to
include a mobile as well as fixed Interactive Broadcast
Radio Service, which PETITION was denied by the Commission.
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i. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

GBCls concern with the Commission's proposed mobile

IVDS rules is that an inherently mobile interactive

broadcast radio service using IVDS as the interactive

response link will be required to have an accompanying

fixed IVDS service. Certain developmental and operational

efficiencies in such a mobile-only service would be lost if

fixed service was required to be provided by IVDS licensees

in addition to mobile service as proposed in the NPRM.

Indeed, equipment manufacturers will be able to manufacture

low power (100 milliwatt), low duty cycle RTU devices much

more efficiently just for the mobile, e.g. car stereo,

interactive broadcast radio market without also having to

manufacture for such fixed, e.g. home stereo, interactive

broadcast radio market.

The Commission's interest in mobile IVDS not being

classified as a commercial mobile radio service (CMRS) can

be served without requiring IVDS licensees provide fixed

IVDS with mobile IVDS service - by simply limiting IVDS

licensees to providing mobile IVDS service that is

classified as private mobile radio service (PMRS).

Therefore, the Commission's proposed mobile IVDS rules

should be amended to permit IVDS licensees to provide

mobile IVDS service that is PMRS - without additionally

requiring mobile IVDS service be accompanied with fixed

IVDS service.
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I. THE COMMISSION SHOULD PERMIT IVDS LICENSEES TO
PROVIDE MOBILE-ONLY IVDS SERVICE THAT IS PMRS.

The Commission proposes that mobile IVDS be permitted

only when the IVDS service provides primary service to

fixed IVDS subscribers. NPRM, para. 8 at p. 2. Such a

restriction on mobile IVDS is apparently designed to

1) not impair the original purpose of IVDS and

2) avoid mobile IVDS being classified as CMRS.

NPRM at p. 2.

In addition, the proposed mobile IVDS rules classify

mobile IVDS service as PMRS by requiring (NPRM at 4) that

mobile IVDS not interconnect with the public switched

telephone network (PSTN) or CMRS (PMRS is defined as not

CMRS). See generally Implementation of Section 11gl and

332 of the Communications Act, Regulatory Treatment of

Mobile Services, GEN Doc. No. 93-252, Second Report and

Order, 9 FCC Rcd 1411 (1994). There is no rational basis

for further limiting mobile IVDS by requiring it be

accompanied by fixed IVDS service offerings.

Indeed, requiring that mobile IVDS may only be

provided if it is accompanied by fixed IVDS service

severely limits the utility of mobile IVDS for interactive

broadcast radio service*: since broadcast radio is

* Counsel for Grand Broadcasting Corporation has confirmed
with a staff member at the Private Radio Division working
on the instant mobile IVDS matter that consumers may
interact via IVDS RF with information, products or services
marketed or otherwise broadcast over AM/FM broadcast radio,
e.g. via the home stereo (or car stereo with mobile IVDS).
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primarily or solely a mobile, e.g. in car, medium,

interactive broadcast radio will primarily or solely be a

mobile, e.g. in car, marketplace. Consequently, requiring

mobile interactive broadcast radio service be accompanied

with fixed IVDS service burdens interactive broadcast radio

providers with largely undesirable and uneconomical fixed

service obligations.

The Commission can readily solve this problem by

simply limiting mobile IVDS to PMRS - without the

additional restriction that fixed IVDS service accompany

mobile IVDS service. The Commission's original purpose in

allocating IVDS RF - enabling consumers to interact with

information, products or services via IVDS RF - is not

impaired by classifying mobile IVDS as PMRS since such a

classification will still enable consumers to interact via

IVDS RF with information, products or services broadcast or

marketed over a broadcast radio station.

GBCts interactive broadcast radio system is designed

to enable mobile IVDS subscribers to interact with

information, products or services broadcast or marketed

over broadcast radio. Such system does not interconnect to

the PSTN or a CMRS but rather enables a radio listener to

transmit a short data burst to a predetermined IVDS RF

address received in broadcast radio data transmitted with

associated respective program audio such as the IVDS RF

address of the radio station broadcasting the program
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audio, an advertiser advertising a product or service

marketed over program audio or a program sponsor. Return

response data can then be sent to the responding radio

listener via IVDS RF from the respective broadcast radio

station, advertiser or program sponsor. Such interactive

broadcast radio utility for IVDS RF will open up a huge

marketplace for IVDS licensees as well as broadcast radio

stations, radio advertisers, program sponsors and radio

listeners. As indicated above such an interactive

broadcast radio system involves primarily or solely mobile,

in car, IVDS subscribers.

II. PERMITTING MOBILE-ONLY IVDS PMRS WILL
ENABLE EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS TO MANUFACTURE

LOW COST 100 MILLIWATT, LOW DUTY CYCLE RTU DEVICES
IN THE MOST EFFICIENT MANNER BY NOT ADDITIONALLY
REQUIRING THE MANUFACTURE OF FIXED RTU DEVICES
FOR INTERACTIVE BROADCAST RADIO IVDS UTILITY.

Requiring interactive IVDS broadcast radio systems

have fixed in addition to mobile IVDS subscribers will

handicap the competitive development of interactive IVDS

broadcast radio systems as such a fixed service system is

designed significantly different from such a mobile service

system. In contrast, permitting mobile IVDS service as

PMRS - without requiring an accompanying fixed IVDS service

- will enable manufacturers to develop mobile-only IVDS

systems deploying 100 milliwatt, low duty cycle

RTU units at substantially less cost and resources than

that required to develop a fixed and mobile IVDS system.
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Accordingly, the Commission should change its proposed

mobile IVDS rules to permit IVDS licensees to provide

mobile IVDS service that is PMRS - without additionally

requiring that fixed IVDS service be provided by IVDS

licensees (as a primary or non-primary service).

Specifically, the Commission should change the last

sentence in proposed Part 95.803(a), NPRM at 4, from

"In addition to fixed operations, IVDS licensees

may provide ancillary mobile services to fixed

service subscribers. 1l

to

"In addition to fixed operations, IVDS licensees

may provide any mobile service that is private

mobile radio service."

Respectful~~ submitted,

~~~
David A. Reams
President and General Counsel
Grand Broadcasting Corporation
P.O. Box 502
Perrysburg, OH 43552
419/539-7264


